
ENSEMBLE VIOLIN VIOLA CELLO BASS WOODWINDS BRASS PERCUSSION

PRIMARY STRINGS 
beginning skills

INTERMEDIATE 

STRINGS
mid-level skills

CHAMBER STRINGS 

 must also be member of 

Intermediate Strings

WIND
beginning to mid-level 

skills

SYMPHONIC

intermediate orchestra 

level

SYMPHONY

advanced orchestra                             

level.                             

NOTE ABOUT SCALES:  

prepare either harmonic 

or melodic minor scales, 

not natural.

all major and harmonic minor 

scales through four sharps and 

four flats; chromatic scale 

through range of the 

instrument; transposition as 

applicable

Timpani: p to f roll, 

tuning exercise.  

Percussion: snare 

rudiments

three octave major 

scales and minor scales

three octave major 

scales and minor 

scales;  treble clef 

proficiency

three octave 

major scales and 

minor scales; 

tenor clef and 

thumb position 

proficiency

two octave major 

scales and minor 

scales; tenor clef 

and thumb position 

proficiency

All major, minor 

and chromatic 

scales (two or three 

octaves where 

applicable)

All Brass: All major and minor 

scales; necessary transposition 

knowledge (especially horn and 

trumpet).  French Horn: to 

written C above the staff.  

Trumpet: to high D .   

Trombone: to high C, tenor and 

alto clef fluency  

Timpani: p to f roll, 

tuning exercise.   

Percussion: snare 

rudiments, melodic 

solo

Violin I: three octave 

major scales - G, A, Bb, 

C, + GM and AM three 

octave arpeggios.    

Violin II: three octave 

major scales - G and A,  

two octaves - Bb, C and 

D.  

three octave major 

scales - C, D, Eb and 

some treble clef 

knowledge.  

three octave C, 

D and E scales, 

two octave G, A 

and F scales; 

upper position 

facility; vibrato 

and tenor clef 

knowledge

two octave F and G 

scale and one 

octave major scales 

through three 

sharps and three 

flats

all major and 

harmonic minor 

scales through four 

sharps and four 

flats; chromatic 

scale through range 

of the instrument

All Winds: major scales (two octaves where 

applicable)
snare rudiments

SAN DIEGO CIVIC YOUTH ORCHESTRA AUDITION REQUIREMENTS
REHEARSAL LOCATION: Classical Academy H.S., 207 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Escondido CA 92025

All Instruments: two octave Bb scale, three octave G scale, two octave A, C, D and F 

scales; able to play in 3rd and 5th positions and vibrato

Pre-requisites: entry into this ensemble are one year of private lessons or one year 

of school ensemble experience. All Strings: able to read notes on all four strings; 

sight-read music with eighth, quarter, half and whole notes; play in the keys of D and 

G Major

two octave G, D, C, A 

scales, one octave F 

scale; familiar with 3rd 

position and vibrato

two octave G, D, C, 

A, F scales; play 

some 3rd position; 

some treble reading 

and vibrato

two octave G, D, C, A, F scales; play in 

3rd and familiar with 5th positions 

and vibrato


